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Them. They went with great willingness.
For they had suffered sore distress
In Syria for four entire
Years, had borne the summer's fire.
Endured the winter's bitter chill.
For which nature equipped them ill
And whereby many of them died.
Many there wrere who wailed and cried
In angry and resentful words.
Emirs and Persians, Turks and Kurds,                                   7,950
And other tribes from lands afar
Who oftentimes had gone to war
Before, and never had sustained
Such loss. Departing, they complained
And wept in lamentation
For kinsfolk slain and damage done
In Syria. Saladin's fate
Was to incur more bitter hate
Than any man. The Saracens
Reproached him with great violence                                       7,960
For all the Turks at Acre whom
He left unsuccored to their doom,
When such great number of them died.
So their hosts scattered far and wide,
Save those who must perforce remain,
Being of the sultan's own domain.
RICHARD  REUNITES  THE  HOST
JTwas about Candlemas that those 3G                                   Feb. 2
Of our host and those of the foes
Divided, taking ways diverse,
Each man pursuing his own course.                                         7,970
Thereupon, to the French, who went
The first of all, King Richard sent,
Summoning them to Ascalon,
So that our forces might be one,
30 The Itineranum (p. 315) says at the end of January.